
LIVING FAITH 
OCTOBER 23, 2022 
30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
Luke 18:9-14 
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 
‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax-collector. 
The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 
“God, I thank you that I am not like other people: 
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. 
I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.” 
But the tax-collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, 
but was beating his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 
I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; 
for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus continues to teach us about prayer, and how to pray. When 
the Pharisee prayed, he talked about his own good deeds, boasting about them to 
God. When the tax collector prayed, he asked for God’s mercy. One focused on 
himself, the other focused on God. What is Jesus trying to say to us today? Focus on 
God. Talk with God. Share your life, your joys and sorrows, with God. God is closer to 
you than your dearest or most-loved friend. God is interested. God loves you. God 
wants to hear what’s on your mind and your heart. But… take a little time to ask God 
what’s on God’s mind, on God’s heart. We pray, not to change God, but that we might 
be changed. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• What do you think prayer is?
• How do you pray?
• Where would you go to learn how to pray better?
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OCTOBER IS EXTRAORDINARY MISSION MONTH 
A THOUGHT AND AN ACTION FOR THE DAY 

Sunday, October 23 
Reflection: No Christian is exempt from the duty of witnessing to Jesus and offering an invitation to 
others in our day-to-day lives. (Archbishop of Pittsburg) 
Action:  Invite somebody else to share lunch or a coffee with you. 
Monday, October 24 
Reflection: “Behold I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come to them and eat with them, and they with me” (Rev. 3:20) 
Action: Be conscious of God’s constant presence. 
Tuesday, October 25 
Reflection: “A family’s living space could turn into a domestic church, a setting for the Eucharist, the 
presence of Christ seated at its table” (Amoris Laetitia 15) 
Action: Make your home a place where Christ is welcomed in His poor. 
Wednesday, October 26 
Reflection: “An evangelizing community is supportive, standing by people every step of the way no 
matter how difficult or lengthy this may prove to be”. (Evangelii Gaudium 24) 
Action: Be an evangelizing community by walking with others, especially those who are suffering. 
Thursday, October 27 
Reflection: “An authentic faith, which is never comfortable or completely personal, always involves 
a deep desire to change the world”. (Evangelii Gaudium 183) 
Action: Pay attention to news items to see people who have a drive to change the world. 
Friday, October 28 
Reflection: Though it is true that this mission demands great generosity on our part, it would be 
wrong to see it as a heroic individual undertaking, for it is first and foremost the Lord’s work, 
surpassing anything which we can see and understand. Jesus is “the first and greatest evangelizer”. 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 12) 
Action: Today, do one practical thing that brings hope and joy to somebody else. 
Saturday, October 29 
Reflection: The joy of evangelizing always arises from grateful remembrance: it is a grace which we 
constantly need to implore. The apostles never forgot the moment when Jesus touched their hearts: 
“It was about four o’clock in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39). Together with Jesus, this remembrance makes 
present to us “a great cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12:1). (Evangelii Gaudium, 13) 
Action: Today, make an effort to touch somebody’s heart in a practical way. 

PRAYER FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY MISSION MONTH 
Heavenly Father, when your only begotten Son Jesus Christ rose from the dead, 

he commissioned his followers to "go and make disciples of all nations" 
and you remind us that through our Baptism 

we are made sharers in the mission of the Church. 
Empower us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

to be courageous and zealous in bearing witness to the Gospel, 
so that the mission entrusted to the Church, which is still very far from completion, 

may find new and efficacious expressions that bring life and light to the world. 
Help us make it possible for all peoples to experience the saving love 

and mercy of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever. Amen. 



WORLD MISSION SUNDAY  
At the initiative of Pope Pius XI in 1926, the second Sunday in October 

became known as World Mission Sunday.   
Catholics around the world are invited  
to pray for and give to the Missions.  

Funds collected assist some 1,250 mission dioceses,  
including six dioceses in northern Canada. 

This year’s collection is organized by the Pontifical Mission Societies 
The Pontifical Mission Societies comprise of four distinct organizations.  These are: 

• The Society for the Propagation of the Faith,
• The Society of St. Peter the Apostle
• The Holy Childhood Association and

• the Missionary Union
The donations that are made on World Mission Sunday support such varied needs in the missions 
as:  

• New Dioceses
• New seminaries to accommodate the increase in vocations
• The rebuilding of areas that have been devastated by natural disaster and/or war
• The rebuilding of the Church where there has been persecution in the recent past and have

not been able to hear the Gospel proclaimed to them.
• Construction of Convents, Health Centres and presbyteries.

Our collection on World Mission Sunday last year for the Archdiocese of St. John’s was: $11,940.50 

The collection for all of Canada in 2021 was: $2,328,800.00 

How your World Mission Sunday Collection from English Canada was distributed last year: 

• Liberia: $55,120.00
• Tanzania: $680,036.00
• Ghana: $ 427,130.00
• Zambia: $ 177,700.00
• Domus Missionalis Foundation: $ 260,014.00

Total of other collections: Saint Peter the Apostle (helping to educate clergy)-- $1,598,460.00 

Holy Childhood Association-- $646,576.00    


